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CABINET

Meeting held on Tuesday, 9th January, 2024 at the Council Offices, Farnborough at
7.00 pm.

Voting Members
Clir G.B. Lyon, Leader of the Council
Clir M.L. Sheehan, Deputy Leader and Environment & Neighbourhood Portfolio
Holder
Clir M.J. Tennant, Deputy Leader and Major Projects & Property Portfolio Holder

Clir A. Adeola, Digital First & Corporate Portfolio Holder
Clir J.B. Canty, Development & Economic Growth Portfolio Holder
Clir Sue Carter, Community Portfolio Holder
Clir P.G. Taylor, Finance Portfolio Holder

The Cabinet considered the following matters at the above-mentioned meeting. All
executive decisions of the Cabinet shall become effective, subject to the call-in
procedure, from 22nd January, 2024.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Having regard to the Council’'s Code of Conduct for Councillors, no declarations of
interest were made.

MINUTES -

The Minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on 21st November, 2023 were
confirmed and signed by the Chairman.

REVENUE AND CAPITAL BUDGET MONITORING REPORT - Q2 2023/24 —
(ClIr Paul Taylor, Finance Portfolio Holder)

The Cabinet considered Report No. FIN2401, which set out the anticipated financial
position for 2023/24, based on the budget monitoring carried out with Heads of
Service and Service Managers during October 2023. Members were informed that
the Council was facing a number of external budget pressures that were having an
impact on the 2023/24 budget and the Council’s finances over the medium term.
These included higher than expected interest rates and the rate of inflation. It was
reported that, at this stage of the financial year, the projected General Fund net
adverse variation was £2.352 million. The Report set out the reasons for this
variance and it was confirmed that the risks and pressures were being closely
monitored by budget holders. The Cabinet was supportive of the approach proposed
and expressed appreciation for the work that had been carried out by the Council’s
financial officers.

The Cabinet RESOLVED that

(i) the revenue budget forecast and impact on reserve balances, as set out in
Section 3 of Report No. FIN2401, be noted; and
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(i)  the Capital Programme forecast, as set out in Section 5 of the Report, be
noted.

BIODIVERSITY SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT AND RUSHMOOR
HABITAT BANK —
(ClIr Jonathan Canty, Development and Economic Growth Portfolio Holder)

The Cabinet considered Report No. PG2401, which set out the draft Biodiversity
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) and Rushmoor Habitat Bank Procedure
Note for adoption.

Members were informed that the Environment Act 2021 had introduced a new
mandatory requirement for new development to provide at least 10% Biodiversity Net
Gain (BNG). To support the implementation of this requirement and to maximise
local BNG delivery, the Council had developed a proposal to establish a ‘Habitat
Bank’ of off-site BNG units. It was reported that the purpose of the Biodiversity SPD
and the Habitat Bank Procedure Note was to provide further guidance to applicants.
Members were assured that the matter would be brought back to the Cabinet for
further consideration should substantive amendments be required to either
document.

The Cabinet RESOLVED that

(i) the adoption of the Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Document be
approved, with the Executive Head of Property and Growth, in consultation
with the Development and Economic Growth Portfolio Holder, being
authorised to make any necessary factual, statutory and/or non-substantive
amendments;

(i) the collection of a Biodiversity Net Gain monitoring fee be approved, with the
Executive Head of Property and Growth, in consultation with the Development
and Economic Growth Portfolio Holder, being authorised to set the level of fee
charges;

(i)  the launch of the Rushmoor Habitat Bank be approved, with the Executive
Head of Property and Growth, in consultation with the Development and
Economic Growth Portfolio Holder, being authorised to approve the pricing of
the Biodiversity Net Gain Habitat Units prior to launch; and

(iv)  the adoption of the Rushmoor Habitat Bank Procedure Note be approved, with
the Executive Head of Property and Growth, in consultation with the

Development and Economic Growth Portfolio Holder, being authorised to
make any necessary factual, statutory and/or non-substantive amendments.

The Meeting closed at 7.16 pm.
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CLLR G.B. LYON, LEADER OF THE COUNCIL
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